
 

 

 

 Campus: Clark Middle School and Southard Middle School 
 

Author(s):  Bowman, Buckner, Cardwell, Hooks Date Created / Revised: October 2021 

Six Weeks Period: 3rd Grade Level & Course: 7th ELAR - Honors 

Timeline:  30 days Unit Title: Analysis and Composition of Informational 
Texts 

Lesson #1 

Stated Objectives: 
TEK # and SE 

7.5(A) establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts 
7.5(B) generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information 
7.5(C) make, correct, or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures 
7.5(E) make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society 
7.5(F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding 
7.5(G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas 
7.5(H) synthesize information to create new understanding 
7.6(A) describe personal connections to a variety of sources including self-selected texts 
7.6(B) write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing sources 
within and across genres 
7.6(C) use text evidence to support an appropriate response 
7.6(D) paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order 
7.6(E) interact with sources in meaningful ways such as notetaking, annotating, free writing, or 
illustrating 
7.6(G) discuss and write about the implicit and explicit meanings of text 
7.6(H) respond orally or in writing with appropriate register, vocabulary, and voice 
7.6(I) reflect on and adjust responses as new evidence is presented 
7.8(D) analyze characteristics and structural elements of informational text, including:  
7.8(Di) the controlling idea or thesis with supporting evidence 
7.8(Dii) features such as references or acknowledgements 
7.8(Diii) organizational patterns that support multiple topics, categories, and subcategories 
7.9(A) explain the author's purpose and message within a text 
7.9(B) analyze how the use of text structure contributes to the author's purpose 
7.9(C) analyze the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes 

7.10 (A) Plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a particular topic, purpose, and 
audience using a range of strategies such as discussion, background reading, and personal 
interests. 

7.10 (B) Develop drafts into a focused structured, and coherent piece of writing by: 

7.10 (Bi) organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, transitions, coherence 
within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

7.10 (Bii) Developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts, details, 
and examples. 

7.10 (C) Revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, and sentence 
variety. 

7.10 (D) edit drafts using standard English conventions including: 



 

 

7.10 (Di) complete complex sentences with subject-verb agreement and avoidance of splices, 

 run-ons, and fragments 

7.10 (Dii) consistent appropriate use of verb tenses 

7.10 (Dvi) subordinate conjunctions to form complex sentences and correlative conjunctions 
such as either/or and neither/nor 

7.10 (Dvii) correct capitalization 

7.10 (Dviii) punctuation including commas to set off words, phrases, and clauses, and 
semicolons 

7.10 (Dix) correct spelling, including commonly confused terms such as its/it’s, affect/effect, 
there/their/they’re, and to, two, too 

7.10 (E) publish written work for appropriate audiences 

7.11 (B) compose informational texts, including multi-paragraph essays that convey information 
about a topic, using a clear controlling idea or thesis statement and genre characteristics and 
craft  

7.12 (A) generate student-selected and teacher-guided questions for formal and informal inquiry 

 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 

Key Understandings Readers use comprehension strategies to construct meaning. 

● How do I understand what I read? 
● What practices/skills help me understand texts? 

Genres are categories of written or performed works, characterized by similarities in structures, features, 
form, and content. 

● How do I identify genre? 
● How does recognizing and understanding genre characteristics, features, forms, and content help 

a reader interpret a text? 
● How does utilizing and reflecting on genre characteristics, features, forms, and content help a 

writer construct a text? 

Readers can enhance understanding of a text by examining and analyzing the author's craft. 

● How do I examine and analyze author’s craft when reading a text? 
● How does a writer’s choices in craft impact meaning? 

Readers use comprehension strategies to construct meaning. 

● How do I understand what I read? 
● What practices/skills help me understand texts? 

Readers and writers engage in research to justify, challenge, or gain knowledge about an idea. 

● What is the purpose of research? 
● How can research confirm or change our current perspective? 

Effective research requires a recursive inquiry process. 

● What are the steps or stages of the research process?  Why are they important? 



 

 

● How do the steps or stages of the research process reinforce each other? 

Writers make deliberate choices regarding content, language, and style to craft texts for 
specific purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

● What is author’s craft? 
● What influences a writer’s choices regarding content, language, and style? 

Informational texts are a genre of nonfiction that objectively explain, describe, or define a topic 
without taking a position. 

● What makes informational texts unique? 
● What is the difference between objective informational writing and subjective 

informational writing? Why is it in important to distinguish the difference? 

Writers focus the content of informational texts around a central idea/controlling/thesis. 
Writers utilize facts, details, and evidence to support their controlling idea/thesis.  

● How can writers support and substantiate their controlling idea/thesis? 
● Why is identifying the controlling idea/thesis important? 

Writers use a variety of important genre characteristics to convey meaning and support their 
purposes when writing a text. 

● What genre characteristics apply to the text I am reading? 
● What genre characteristics apply to the text I am writing? 
● Why are genre characteristics important? 

Writers write for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

● Why do writers write? 

Writers think about purpose and audience when crafting texts. 

● How do purpose and audience influence author’s craft? 

How effectively does a writer/speaker achieve his/her purpose? 

● How do I evaluate author’s purpose? 

Writers write for an intended audience. 

● How does a writer/reader determine the intended audience of a text? 
● In what ways do authors adjust their writing depending on the audience? 

Writers convey the message (controlling idea/thesis) of a text either directly or indirectly 
through language and literary elements. 

● How does author’s craft contribute to the message of the text? 
● How do authors develop the controlling idea/thesis? 

A writer’s message and purpose is influenced by cultural and historical contexts. 

● How is a message and purpose influenced by cultural and historical contexts? 



 

 

● When reading, what is significant about the context in which the text was written? 
● When writing, what is significant about the context in which I am writing? 

Writers convey the central/controlling idea of a text either directly or indirectly through 
language and literary elements.  

● How does author’s craft contribute to the message of the text? 

 

Misconceptions 
● Students may be confused about the difference between objective and subjective informational 

texts. This unit is primarily concerned with objective, fact-based informational texts. 
● Students may think that informational texts follow only formulaic structures such as an opening 

paragraph, three supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion, rather than intentional structures that 
also engage the reader and support an intended purpose and audience. 

● Students may think that the only way to conduct research is through secondary sources and may 
not realize that primary sources such as interviews and observations can be helpful as well. 

Key Vocabulary  
●   Controlling idea — the main point or underlying direction of a piece of writing; a 

controlling idea makes the reader ask a question that will be answered by reading 
more or helps the reader understand the author’s purpose for writing the 
paragraph or essay 

● Credibility — the quality of having reliable and trustworthy characteristics which may be 
influenced by an author having expertise on a topic, using unbiased and accurate 
reasoning, evidence, and sources to support ideas, and providing current and up-to-
date information 

● Graphic feature — picture or other image within a text 
● Informational text — text that presents information in order to inform or educate an 

audience  
● Inquiry — an act of searching for information or knowledge about a particular subject or 

topic 
● Key ideas — important ideas throughout a work that support the central message, 

theme, tone, etc. 
● Organizational patterns — the pattern an author constructs as he organizes his or her 

ideas and provides supporting details 
● Paraphrase — restate the meaning of something in different words. Paraphrasing alters 

the exact wording of the source and transmits its ideas or information without evaluation 
or interpretation. 

● Primary Source — a source from the time in which an event being studied occurred and 
created by someone who was present at the event 

● Reliable source — a credible or believable source. Some questions to evaluate 
credibility might be: Is the author a respected authority on the subject? Does the author 
support opinions with strong argumentation and reasoning? How current is the 
information? 

● Research Plan — a timeline created around the research process that identifies the 
initial steps needed to find accurate, significant, and relevant sources to support the 
topic of inquiry or working thesis, intermediary steps of reevaluating the research 
question and revising the thesis based on source analysis, and the final steps of 
drafting (or equivalent preparation), revision, editing, and presenting results in an 
appropriate mode of delivery (written, oral, or multimodal) 

● Secondary Source — a source that is a step removed from the original accounts of 
an event or experience 

● Summarize — to reduce large sections of text to their essential points and main 
idea. Note: It is still important to attribute summarized ideas to the original 



 

 

source. 
● Synthesize — to combine elements and parts to form a coherent whole 
● Text structure — the way or pattern in which an author organizes ideas within a text  
● Text/print feature — any characteristic of the text outside the main body of the text that 

helps convey meaning 

 Related Vocabulary: 

● Close Reading 

Suggested Day  
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
 (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, Resources, 
Notes 

 

Day 1 
Tuesday, November 2 
Engage 
Explore 
Extend/Elaborate 
 
 

7.2A 
7.5B 
7.5E 
7.5G 

7.10(c) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Dii
) 
7.10(Dv
i) 
7.10(Dv
ii)  
7.10(Dv
iii)  
7.10(Di

x) 
 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 5 story “”The 

Elephant Man Is Dead” pgs. 60-61 
�  Introduce:  Informational Text and Text Structure 

PPT 
● Student Close Notes 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Clean out and organize binder.   
� Finish going over the 2nd 6 weeks test. 

� Introduce Grammar passage #8, “The Classical 
and Romantic Periods.”  To provide background 
knowledge for the passage, show the video about 
the composers by click on this link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnRJ5nM2mo
4 

● Students work on passage independently. 

 -Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Informational Text and 
Text Structure PPT 
-Student Notes 
 
-Grammar Passage #8 
-Youtube video 
-Binder notes 

Day 2  
Wednesday, November 3 
Engage 
Explain 
Explore 
 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.10 (D) 
7.10(Dv

iii) 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 5 words 1-6 pg. 

62 
� Read:  Motivation Reading Unit 9 – “Wired” 

 pgs. 103-110 
● Unpacking the TEKS pg. 54 TE 
● Vocabulary focus pg. 55 TE 
● Introduction  to Selection/Building Background 

Knowledge pg. 56TE 
● Pre-Reading Strategies 
● Read and Annotate Text 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students review a prepositions word list 

and notes. 
� Lesson over prepositions and prepositional phrases:   
� Teacher Choices: 

o If you didn’t get to the preposition lesson from 
last 6 weeks, you can do that. 

o Brain Pop video lesson and practice 
o Students write sentences with prepositional 

phrases at the beginning to practice using the 
commas. 

o Use a worksheet as an activity or a game. 
(TWA Editing Packet pgs. 57-61) 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Motivation Reading TE 
-Motivation Reading SE 
 
- Prepositions Word 
List and notes (TWA 
Editing Packet page 
57) 
-Prepositions Spoons 
Game (TWA Editing 
Packet pg. 58-61) 
 



 

 

o Use the preposition notes and wordlist to do a 
post-it note activity on the back using the 
notes.  For example, on one post-it note, title 
it Prepositions showing locations, and the 
students write 5 examples from the notes.  

Day 3 
Thursday, November 4 
Engage 
Explore 
Evaluate 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.10 (D) 
7.10(Dv

iii) 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 5 Words 7-13 

pgs. 63 
� Read:  Motivation Reading Unit 9 – “Wired”  

Pgs. 103-110 
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment (1-12) 
● Critical Thinking Short Answer Questions 2 out of 

6 options;  ssing Short Constructed Response 
Format. 

● Immediate Feedback 
 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up:  Students finish preposition activity from the 

day before. 
� As a class practice identifying and using prepositional 

phrases using TWA Editing Handout pg. 62-65. 
(Think, pair, share) 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Motivation Reading 
 
 
 
- TWA Editing Handout 
pg. 62-65.  

Day 4 
Friday, November 5 
Explain 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.6 (E) 
7.6(G) 
7.8(D) 
7.8(Di) 
7.9(A) 
7.9(B) 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 5 Words 14-20 
� Read:  Motivation Reading unit 9 – “Wired” 

Pgs. 103-110 
● Assessment (1-10) finish as needed 
● Critical Thinking Short Answer Questions 2 out of 

6 options, using Short Constructed Response 
formatting 

 
➢ Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

▪ Meet the Author 
▪ Pre-Reading Theme Thoughts 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students pick up a Kindness expository 

essay and read it. 
� Introduce Expository Writing:  Give students the 

expository essay sample about the importance of 
kindness (Pg. 89 of TWA Curriculum Prep 5th Edition).  
They will read the essay and label the hook and thesis 
statement in the introduction paragraph. 

� As a class, come together and discuss the difference 
in the tone and content compared to our narrative 
essays about being kind to someone.   

� In looking at the structure of the essay, together, label 
the introduction, body, and conclusion portions of the 
essay.   

� Analyze the dissection of the structure (using the 
rainbow revision method. 

� Have them place this paper in their binders to refer 
back to as we write our expository essays. 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Motivation Reading 
-Hunger Games 
-“Great Works” 
Instructional Guide for 
Literature 
 
-Pgs. 89 in TWA 
Curriculum Prep Guide 
5th Edition. 

 

Day 5 7.2A READING (45 minutes) -Post It Notes for Warm 



 

 

Monday, November 8 
Engage 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 

7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.10(c) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Dii
) 
7.10(Dv
i) 
7.10(Dv
ii)  
7.10(Dv
iii)  
7.10(Di

x) 
 

� Warm Up:  Inferencing Video:  “The Right Way” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqxzi_ghjgc 

● What can you infer is the mother’s 
purpose? 

● How does it seem the little girl feels about 
these choices?  How do you know this? 

● After seeing the ending, what can you 
now infer about why the mother behaves 
as she does? 

� Read:  Hunger Games  
● Begin Reading Section 1 (Chapters 1-5) 
● Vocabulary  
● Analyzing the Literature 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Look over Revising/ Editing passage #8 
� The students who completed the passage on time 

with all strategies done may partner up and compare 
answers.  Allow them to change answers to learn from 
each other.  If they didn’t finish, they need to stay at 
their desks to finish.   

� Evaluate passage as a class.  Answer questions over 
the answers the students missed. 

 

Up 
-Hunger Games 
-“Great Works” 
Instructional Guide for 
Literature 
-Revising/Editing 
Passage #8 

Day 6 
Tuesday, November 9 
 

 
7.2A 
7.8Di, 
Diii 

7.10(c) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Dii
) 
7.10(Dv
i) 
7.10(Dv
ii)  
7.10(Dv
iii)  
7.10(Di
x) 
7.8(Di) 
7.11 

 
 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 5 – Choosing 

the Right Word pgs. 65-66 
� Read:  Think Up! ELAR – Unit 14 pgs. 229-239 

● Clarifying TEKS  
● Reader Tips 
● Instructional Passage – “Could Plants Solve Our 

Energy Needs” 
▪ Read passage together 
▪ Questions – Elimination Strategy (together) 

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

� Warm-up: Students pick up Prepositional phrase 
practice worksheet and Grammar Passage #9, “I 
Deserve a Bigger Allowance.”  This is for 
homework and is due on Friday.  They may work 
on it in class as they finish other assignments 
early. 

� Finish analyzing the “Kindness” expository essay 
from Thursday. 

� Review parts of an introduction paragraph from 
last 6 weeks:  Hook + Thesis.  Label those 
sentences in the “Kindness” essay. 

� What is Topic, Charge, and Thesis? 
o Give the students a copy of pg. 45 in TWA 

Curriculum Prep Guide, 5th Edition.  On the back, 
have students copy the notes about Topic (pg. 
40), charge (pg. 41), and Thesis (pg. 42).   

� Then walk the students through creating a thesis 
statement using pg. 45, “Steps to Creating a 
Thesis.” 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up! ELAR (TE) 
-Think Up! ELAR (SE) 
 
-Pgs. 40-42 and 45 in 
TWA Curriculum Prep 
Guide 5th Edition 
-Prepositions in 
Sentences Worksheet 
-Grammar Passage #9:  
“I Deserve a Bigger 
Allowance.” 

Day 7 
Wednesday, November 10 

7.2A 
7.5A 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 5 -Synonyms  

- Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 



 

 

Engage 
Explore 
Explain 
Evaluate 
 
 
 

7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.8Di 
Diii 

7.10(c) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Dii
) 
7.10(Dv
i) 
7.10(Dv
ii)  
7.10(Dv
iii)  
7.10(Di
x) 
7.8(Di) 
7.11 

 
 

& Antonyms pgs. 66-67 
� Read: Think Up! ELAR – Unit 14 pgs. 229-239 

● “The Sea Women of Korea” 
▪ Pre-Reading Strategies 
▪ Read and Annotate Text 
▪ Assessment (1-8 multiple choice) 
▪ 9 & 10 Short Constructed Response 
▪ Immediate Feedback 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students work on Prepositional phrase 

practice worksheet and Grammar Passage #9, “I 
Deserve a Bigger Allowance.”   

o Review the steps to creating a thesis from the 
day before. 

o Give the students the sample prompts on 
page 46 of TWA Curriculum Prep Guide 5th 
Edition. 

o Analyze the purpose of the statement in the 
box and “Think” statement (helps students 
think about and brainstorm). 

o Brainstorm with the students using the two 
parts. 

o Then explain that the “Write” statement is the 
prompt.  Model writing the thesis statement 
using the brainstorming you did as a class 
and the formula Thesis= Key words from the 
prompt + your opinion about the topic. 

-Think Up! ELAR (TE) 
-Think Up! ELAR (SE) 
 
-Page 46 of TWA 
Curriculum Prep Guide 
5th Edition. 

Day 8 
Thursday, November 11 
 

7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.8Di. 
Diii 

7.10(c) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Dii
) 
7.10(Dv
i) 
7.10(Dv
ii)  
7.10(Dv
iii)  
7.10(Di
x) 
7.8(Di) 
7.11 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
Warm up:  Sadlier Vocabulary Unit 5 – Choosing the 
Right Word pgs. 67-68 
Read: “A Police Stop Changed this Teenager’s Life  
       HMH pgs. 70-78 [Informational Text] 

● Reading:  Quick Start, Analyze Structure, Critical 
Vocabulary pgs. 71-72 

● Begin Reading and Annotating Text pgs. 73-78 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students review the method of approaching 

a writing prompt from the day before. 
� In groups have them complete the same method for 

the second prompt on page 46 of TWA Curriculum 
Prep Guide 5th Edition. 

� Student groups share brainstorming and thesis with 
the class. 

� Students work on Prepositional phrase practice 
worksheet and Grammar Passage #9, “I Deserve a 
Bigger Allowance.”   

 

-“The Doll that chose to 
Drive” Video 
-HMH [TE] 
-HMH [SE] 
 
 
-Page 46 of TWA 
Curriculum Prep Guide 
5th Edition. 

Day 9 
Friday, November 12 
 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm up: Inferencing Video:  “The Doll that Chose to 

Drive” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_7G4hPQpe8 
● Why does the girl choose to drive and not be a 

passenger? 
● Why does the mother make the assumption she 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-HMH [TE] 
-HMH [SE} 
-Page 46 of TWA 
Curriculum Prep Guide 
5th Edition. 



 

 

7.9A,B,
C 
 

7.10(c) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Dii
) 
7.10(Dv
i) 
7.10(Dv
ii)  
7.10(Dv
iii)  
7.10(Di
x) 
7.8(Di) 
7.11 

 

makes at the end of the video? 
� Read: “A Police Stop Changed this Teenager’s Life”- 

HMH pgs. 70-78 
● Finish Reading and Annotating Text 
● Assessment  (5 multiple choice /1 short 

constructed response) 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students review the method of approaching 

a writing prompt from the day before. 
� Individually, students complete the same method for 

the third prompt on page 46 of TWA Curriculum Prep 
Guide 5th Edition. 

� Students pair up and share their work and thesis 
statement with a partner. 

� Share thesis statements in class. 
� Students complete the last prompt on their own.  

Teacher conferences with each student about their 
thesis statement. 

� Students finish the Prepositional phrase practice 
worksheet and Grammar Passage #9, “I Deserve a 
Bigger Allowance.”   

 

Day 10 
Monday, November 15 
Explore 
Evaluate 

 
7.2A 

7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.10(c) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Dii
) 
7.10(Dv
i) 
7.10(Dv
ii)  
7.10(Dv
iii)  
7.10(Di

x) 

READING (45 minutes) 
➢ Warm up: Vocabulary Workshop Unit 5 Quiz  
➢ Read: Think Up! ELAR Unit 6 pgs. 93-103 
➢ Clarifying TEKS 
➢ Reading Tips 
➢ Instructional Passage: “Having a Ball on New 

Year’s Eve 
▪ Read passage together 
▪ Questions – Elimination Strategy 

(together) 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Look over Revising/ Editing passage #9 
� The students who completed the passage on time 

with all strategies done may partner up and compare 
answers.  Allow them to change answers to learn from 
each other.  If they didn’t finish, they need to stay at 
their desks to finish.   

� Evaluate passage as a class.  Answer questions over 
the answers the students missed. 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up! ELAR [TE] 
-Think Up! ELAR [SE 
 
-Prepositions in 
Sentences Worksheet 
-Grammar Passage #9:  
“I Deserve a Bigger 
Allowance.” 
 

Day 11 
Tuesday, November 16 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 

7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.8Di 
Diii 
7.9C 

7.10(Dvi
ii) 

7.10(C) 
7.10(D) 

READING (45 minutes) 
➢ Warm up: “Hummingbird Migration” 

Comprehension skills  
➢ Read: “Think Up! ELAR Unit 6 pgs. 93-103 
● Assessment Passage – “Cultural Beginnings’ 

▪ Pre-Reading Strategies 
▪ Assessment (1-8 Multiple Choice 9-10 

Short Constructed Response) 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students pick up “Coordination and 

Subordination” practice worksheet and Grammar 
Passage #10, “Lyme Disease.”  This is for homework 

-Step Up to TEKS pg. 
64 
-Think Up! ELAR [TE] 
-Think Up! ELAR [SE] 
 
- Magic Square Activity 
- Pages 303-305 in 
TWA Curriculum Guide 
5th edition. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

and is due on Friday.  They may work on it in class as 
they finish other assignments early. 

� Review compound/complex sentences and applying 
coordinating conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, 
and transition words using the correct sentence 
structures.  Go through a few examples using the 
“Coordination and Subordination” practice worksheet. 

� Students practice by completing the worksheet.  Then 
have them pair up and share their answers. 

Day 12  
Wednesday, November 17 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 

7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.8Di 
Diii 
7.9C 

7.10 
(Dii) 
7.10(Di) 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm up: Vocabulary:  Prefixes & Suffixes 
� Read:   “Panama Canal”         [Informational Text] 

● Introductory Videos and Discussion  
● Read and Annotate Text (begin) 

�  
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:  Have students get out their verb notes 

from the first 6 weeks and review verb tenses. 
� Review verb tense with the students from their verb 

notes.  Focus on progressive tense, perfect tense, 
and perfect progressive tense.  The students should 
already have pg. 32 from the TWA Editing handout in 
their binders.  Give the students the lists of “Upper 
Level Action Verbs” (pg. 35) and “Irregular Verbs” (pg. 
50), “Verb Tense System” (pg. 38), and “Verb Tense 
Matching” (pg. 43):  print double sided.   

� The students will begin filling in the “Verb Tense 
Matching” using verbs from the “Upper Level Verbs” 
list.  Also, have them underline the subjects once, and 
predicates twice.  Teacher needs to model, and then 
students work in partners.   

� Students need to complete the simple and 
progressive tenses on the chart. 

-Prefixes & Suffixes 
-Panama Canal 
-Teaching 
Notes/Videos/Discussio
n (PShare) 
 
-Pgs.  32, 35, 50, 38, 
43 in  TWA Editing 
Handout 

Day 13 
Thursday, November 18 
Engage 
Explore 
Explain 

7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.8Di 
Diii 
7.9C  

7.10 
(Dii) 
7.10(Di) 

 READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm Up:  Summary (Questions 1 & 2) 
� Read:   “Panama Canal”         [Informational Text] 

● Read and Annontate Text 
● Assessment (8 multiple choice & 1 short 

constructed response) 
 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students finish and share their “Verb Tense 

Matching” with “Upper Level Verbs” from the day 
before.   

� Then have them complete the perfect and perfect 
progressive tenses. 

� Have them share sentences while showing their 
underlining and labeling of subjects and predicates 
under the document camera. 

 

-SUTT pg. 130 
-Panama Canal - 
teacher notes, 
passages, key 
(P:Share) 
 
-Pgs.  32, 35, 50, 38, 
43 in  TWA Editing 
Handout 
 

Day 14 
Friday, November 19 
Extend/Elaborate 
 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

 READING (45 minutes) 
WARM UP: :  Summary (Questions 3 & 4) 
READ:    Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

● Complete Section 1 (Chapters 1-5) 
● Vocabulary 

-S.U.T.T. pg. 130 
 
Hunger Games 
-“Great Works” 
Instructional Guide for 

 



 

 

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.10 
(Dii) 
7.10(Di 

 

● Literary Analysis 
 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
o On the back of the “Verb Tense Matching,” the 

students will complete the same graphic organizer 
in the same way, but instead of using “Upper 
Level Verbs,” they will use the list of “Irregular 
Verbs.”  They can work individually or with 
partners.  Teacher checks progress as students 
finish each row of sentences. 

o Students finish “Coordination and Subordination” 
practice worksheet and Grammar Passage #10, 
“Lyme Disease.”   

Literature 
 
 
-Pgs.  32, 35, 50, 38, 
43 in  TWA Editing 
Handout 

Day 15 
Monday, November 29 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.10(C) 
7.10(D) 
7.6 (E) 
7.6(G) 

7.10(Di) 
7.10(Dv

i) 
 

 READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up: Inferencing Video “Course of Nature” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T78ruBKK26w 
● What is their (the mother and daughter) job? 
● Why is it necessary to keep the clouds caged? 
➢ Read:  Think Up! ELAR Unit 5 pgs. 75-87 

● TEKS Learning Target 
● Reader’s Tips 
● Instructional Passage: “The Human 

Calculator” 
▪ Read passage together 
▪ Questions – Elimination Strategy 

(together) 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

� Warm-up: Students look over “Coordination 
and Subordination” practice worksheet and 
Grammar Passage #10, “Lyme Disease.”   

� The students who completed the passage on 
time with all strategies done may partner up 
and compare answers.  Allow them to change 
answers to learn from each other.  If they 
didn’t finish, they need to stay at their desks 
to finish.   

� Evaluate passage as a class.  Answer 
questions over the answers the students 
missed. 

-Post it Notes for Warm 
Up 
Think Up! ELAR [TE] 
-Think Up! ELAR [SE] 
 
-Compound/Complex 
sentence task cards 
 

Day 16 
Tuesday, November 30 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 

7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.9B 

7.10(A) 
7.10 
(Dix) 
7.8(Diii) 
7.6(H) 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:   Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 – story 

“Nazca Lines”  pgs70-71 
� Read: Think Up! ELAR Unit 5 pgs. 75-87 

● Assessment – “Buffalo Soldiers/Mark Matthews” 
▪ Pre-Reading Strategies 
▪ Assessment (1-12 multiple choice 13-14 

short constructed response 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students pick up “Their, There, and 

They’re” practice worksheet and Grammar Passage 
#11, “South Korea.”  This is for homework and is due 
on Friday.  They may work on it in class as they finish 
other assignments early. 

� Have the students get out their Thesis statement 
notes and review how to write a thesis. 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up! ELAR [TE] 
-Think Up! ELAR [SE] 
 
-“There, Their, and 
They’re” Worksheet 
-Grammar Passage 
#11. 
 



 

 

� Give the students the prompt for their Expository 
Essay:  Write an essay explaining whether a 
positive attitude helps a person to be 
successful.  Students will use the formula they 
learned this week to write the thesis statement for 
their expository essay. 

� As a class, have the students analyze their thesis 
statements to make sure that they have all of their 
parts. 

� Teacher models on the board: 
o In the thesis statement, highlight the key 

words mentioned from the prompt and circle 
your opinion expressed in the sentence. 

o Everyone, then, shares their thesis statement 
with the class. 

� Have students brainstorm their ideas about the 
prompt (Write an essay explaining whether a 
positive attitude helps a person to be successful.) 
using a web. 

� Have students share some of their ideas. 
 

Day 17 
Wednesday, December 1 
Engage 
Evaluate 

7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.9B 

7.8(Diii) 
7.10 
(Bi) 
7.10 
(Bii) 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 - words 1-6 

pg. 72 
➢ Read: “Women in Aviation” 

● Quick Start, Determine Author’s Purpose, 
Cite Evidence and Evaluate Details, 
Critical Vocabulary  pgs. 44-46 

● Begin to read and annotate passage pgs. 
47-53 

WRITING      (45 minutes) 
� Writing Process 

o Warm-Up:  Students pick up and read over 
the “O.C.T.O. Surgery” paper (pg. 70 in TWA 
Curriculum Prep Guide 5th Edition) 

o Tell them that they are performing surgery 
today, so act out putting surgical gloves on to 
get started. 

o As a class read over the paper and have 
students take notes: 

O:  Omit off topic ideas from brainstorming. 
C:  Combine ideas that go together in 
brainstorming. 
T:  Toss out repeated ideas. 
O:  Organize ideas in the order you will write 
them in your essay. 

o Model the technique on the board.   
o Students do the same on their own web from 

the day before.   
 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-HMH [TE] 
-HMH [SE] 
 
 
- TWA pg. 56 and 70 
Curriculum Guide 5th 
edition. 
-TWA pg. 51 in 
Expository Handout 

Day 18 
Thursday, December 2 
Explore 
Extend/Elaborate 
 

7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.9B 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:   Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 - words 7-

13 pg. 73 
� Read: “Women in Aviation” 

● Read and Annotate passage pgs. 47-53 
● Assessment (10 multiple choice 11-12 

short constructed response) 

-Post It Notes 
-HMH TE 
-HMH SE 
- TWA pg. 56 and 70 
Curriculum Guide 5th 
edition. 



 

 

7.8(Diii) 
7.10 
(Bi) 
7.10 
(Bii) 

 
 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
o Warm-Up:  Students finish O.C.T.O Surgery 

on their brainstorming.  Have students begin 
reading the list of example hooks for 
Expository Introductions (Pg. 56 in TWA 
Curriculum Prep Guide 5th Edition and pg. 51 
in the Expository Handout) 

o Review the formula for an introduction 
paragraph (Introduction= Hooks + Thesis) 
using the “Kindness” expository essay. 

o As a class, analyze a few of the introduction 
paragraph examples labeling the hooks and 
thesis statements. 

o Have the students read over the hooks with a 
partner and label the hooks and thesis 
statements and go to the board labeling the 
introductions. 

-TWA pg. 51 in 
Expository Handout 
 

Day 19 
Friday, December 3 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 

7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.9B 

7.8(Diii) 
7.10 
(Bi) 
7.10 
(Bii) 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 

Words 14-20 pgs. 74 
� Read: “Read:  Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

● Begin Section 2 (Chapters 6-11) 
● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 

�  
WRITING (45 minutes) 
Warm-up: Students review the hooks from the week 
before for their expository essay. 

o Students write their introduction paragraph for 
their essay starring the hook with their thesis 
statement using a transitional word or phrase. 

o Share introductions with the class. 
 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Hunger Games 
-”Great Works” 
Instructional Guide for 
Literature 
 
 - TWA pg. 56 and 70 
Curriculum Guide 5th 
edition. 
-TWA pg. 51 in 
Expository Handout 
 

Day 20 
Monday, December 6 
Explain 
Extend/Elaborate 
Evaluate 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.10(Di
x) 

7.10(C) 
7.10(D) 

 READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:  Inferencing [“A Love Story” (4:07)] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHBQQjVAXAs 
What can we infer about the relationship between 
● Evie and Ivan? 
 

� Read:  Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
● Complete Section 2 (Chapters 6-11) 
● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 

 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

� Warm-up: Students look over “Their, There, 
and They’re” practice worksheet and 
Grammar Passage #11, “South Korea.”   

� The students who completed the passage on 
time with all strategies done may partner up 
and compare answers.  Allow them to change 
answers to learn from each other.  If they 
didn’t finish, they need to stay at their desks 
to finish.   

� Evaluate passage as a class.  Answer 
questions over the answers the students missed. 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
- Hunger Games 
-Great Works 
Instructional Guide for 
Literature 
 
 
--“There, Their, and 
They’re” Worksheet 
-Grammar Passage 
#11. 
 
 



 

 

Day 21 
Tuesday, December 7 
 
 
 

7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.9B 

7.10(C) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Bi) 

 
 

 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 

Choosing the Right Words pgs. 75-76 
� Read:  Think Up! ELAR Unit 17 pgs. 279-289 

● Clarifying TEKS 
● Reader Tips 
● Instructional Passage:  “Harnessing the 

Tides” 
▪ Read Passage together 
▪ Questions - Elimination Strategy 

(together) 
WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Students pick up “Fragments-Exercise 1” 

practice worksheet and Grammar Passage #12, “The 
New SGA President.”  This is for homework and is 
due on Friday.  They may work on it in class as they 
finish other assignments early. 

� Students revise and edit their introduction using 
CUPS and ARMS for writing conferences this week. 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up! ELAR [TE] 
-Think Up! ELAR [SE] 
 
-CUPS/ARMS Anchor 
Chart 
-Grammar Passage 
#12 
-“Fragments-Exercise 
1” 
 

Day 22 
Wednesday, December 8 
 

7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 
7.9B 

7.10(Dvi
ii) 
7.10(C) 
7.10(D) 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 

Synonyms & Antonyms pgs. 76-77 
� Read:  Think Up! ELAR Unit 17 pgs. 279-289 

● Assessment Passage: “Making Science Fun 
Through Comics” 

▪ Read and Annotate Text 
▪ Assessment (1-8 Multiple Choice, 9-

10 Short Answer Questions) 
WRITING (45 minutes) 

� Warm-Up: Students read over the Punctuation 
rules pages 303-305 in TWA Curriculum Guide 5th 
edition. 

� Understanding comma placement activity, “A slice 
of Pie” pg. 440 in TWA Curriculum Prep 5th 
Edition 

� They may use the punctuation notes from last week to 
help them. 
� Students complete Comma Drama book pg. 1-2 

using commas for direct address.  Go over and 
practice rule as a class.  Students complete pg. 2.  
Pair up and compare answers.  Evaluate as a 
class.    

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Think Up! ELAR [TE] 
-Think Up! ELAR [SE] 
 
 
- Pages 303-305 in 
TWA Curriculum Guide 
5th edition. 
-Comma Drama book 
pgs. 1-2 

Day 23 
Thursday, December 9 
 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.10(Dv
iii) 

 
 

� Warm-Up: o    Inferencing [“Dust Buddies” (4:05)]  
� https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZ6eeAjgSZI 

● What can we infer about Lint’s personality? 
●  How does Lint’s personality change from the 

beginning to the end of the story? 

� Read:  Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
● Begin Section 3 (chapters 12-16) 
● Vocabulary 
● Literary Analysis 

WRITING (45 minutes) 

-Post it Notes for Warm 
Up 
-Hunger Games 
-“Great Works” 
Instructional Guide for 
Literature 
 
 
- Comma Drama book 
pgs. 3-4 



 

 

� Warm-up: Appositive practice pg. in Comma Drama 
Book pg. 3-4 

� Teach and practice the rule as a class.  Students 
complete pg. 4.  Pair up and compare answers.  
Evaluate as a class. 

Day 24 
Friday, December 10 
 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.6(G) 
7.8(D) 
7.2(A) 
7.10(Di

x) 
7.10(C) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Di) 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 

Completing the Sentences  pgs. 77-78 
� Read:  Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

● Continue Section 3 (Chapters 12-16) 
● Vocabulary  
● Analyzing the Text 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-up: Interjections practice pg. in Comma Drama 

Book pg. 5-6 
� Teach and practice the rule as a class.  Students 

complete pg. 6.  Pair up and compare answers.  
Evaluate as a class.  Idea:  Show the “School House 
Rock Interjections” video from youtube. 

 

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
-Hunger Games  
-Great Works – 
Instructional Guide for 
Literature 

Day 25 
Monday, December 13 
 

7.2A 
7.5A,B,
C,E,F,G

,H 
7.6C,D,

E,I 
7.8D 

7.9A,B,
C 

7.6(G) 
7.8(D) 
7.2(A) 
7.10(Di

x) 
7.10(C) 
7.10(D) 
7.10(Di) 

READING: (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:  Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 - Quiz 

 
� Read:  “Water - Nature’s Chisel” [Informational] 

● Pre-reading Strategies 
● Read and Annotate Text 
● Assessment (8 questions) 

WRITING (45 minutes) 
� Teacher conferences with students about their 

introduction paragraph to the expository essay. 
-Introductions (funnel/quotation/turn-about) and thesis 
statement 
-Overall spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, 
and sentence structure 
� DURING WRITING CONFERENCES 
� TEACHER CHOICES 

o Complete Grammar passage #12 
o Complete “Fragments-Exercise 1” 
o Compound Sentence Magic Square 
o Complex Sentence Magic Square 
o Capitalization practice 
o Homophone practice 
o Comma practice 

� Subject/Verb Agreement practice 
 

Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop 
- Water: Nature’s 
Chisel” 

-  
 
Writing practice papers 
are in the writing 
shared drive. 

Day 26 
Tuesday, December 14 
Explain 

 
7.2A 
7.5A 
7.5F 
7.5G 
7.6C 
7.6D 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Warm-Up:   Vocabulary Workshop Unit 6 Quiz 
� Read:  Review for 3rd Six Weeks Test 
� Read: WRITING (45 minutes) 

� Warm-up: Students look over “Fragments-
Exercise 1” practice worksheet and Grammar 
Passage #12, “The New SGA President.”  

-Sadlier Vocabulary 
Workshop Quiz 
-”-R/E Passage #12  
-“Fragments-Exercise 
1” 
 



 

 

7.9B 
7.10(C) 
7/10(D) 
7.6(E) 
7.6(G) 

� The students who completed the passage on 
time with all strategies done may partner up 
and compare answers.  Allow them to change 
answers to learn from each other.  If they 
didn’t finish, they need to stay at their desks 
to finish.   

� Evaluate passage as a class.  Answer 
questions over the answers the students 
missed. 

 
 

Day 27 
Wednesday, December 15 
Evaluate 

 � 3rd 6 weeks test [1-4] -Tests 
-Bubble sheets 

Day 28 
Thursday, December 16 
Evaluate 

 � 3rd 6 weeks test [5-8] -Tests 
-Bubble sheets 

Day 29 
Friday, December 17 
Evaluate 
Early Dismissal 

 
 

READING (45 minutes) 
� Go over 6 weeks test for feedback 
� Read Hunger Games 

-Tests 
-Hoot 
 

    

 
 

Accommodations for 
Special Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


